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From Paris to Warsaw, young people in Europe are facing great chal-

lenges in the labour market.

The challenges of globalisation, technological development and mi-
gration - just to name a few - are posing both threats and opportuni-
ties for young people in Europe today.

The active participation of youth in the labour market and the prob-
lems of youth unemployment are high on the European and national

policy agenda.

Thus, under the Partnership in the Youth
Field between the Council of Europe and
European Commission, a timely research
seminar was organised on this key topic.
The Seminar was entitled Youth Employ-
ment and the Future of Work. It was 8"

research seminar of this kind organised
in the framework of the Youth Partner-
ship since 2003. Hosted at the European
Youth Centre in Strasbourg, France, this
research seminar gathered more than 20
participants from all over Europe and be-

yond, to exchange their views on the
theme. A wide range of perspectives and
backgrounds were represented, crossing
academic disciplines, professional fields
and geographical boundaries.

During the three days in Strasbourg, the
research seminar was organised in six
sessions, including four thematic work-
shops. Each one was devoted to a par-
ticular aspect of youth employment. Af-
ter a brief round of introductions and an
institutional welcome from the Partner-
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ship, participants were given the opportunity to dis-
cuss in small groups the emerging issues of youth em-
ployment in their home countries and the European
context. These were later presented to a plenary. The
plenary discussion was followed by presentations from
the Council of Europe and European Commission on
their respective policies surrounding the seminar
theme, its place on the current political agenda and
the issue of governance in respect of youth employ-
ment across Europe.

The first thematic workshop was on education-to-work
transitions and European labour mobility followed by a
session on Youth Employment — Policy and Practice.
The third workshop discussed the issue of Gender,
Family and Work. The session was concluded with a
keynote address from Professor Janine Goetschy of the
Universities of Nanterre and Brussels. She provided a
comprehensive assessment of both the Lisbon Strat-
egy and the Open Method of Co-ordination and consid-
ered their implications for EU youth and employment
policies.

Locality, Identity and Inclusion was the focus of the
final thematic session. There tends to be less research
concerning low income jobs than that conducted in re-
spect of well paid and highly skilled occupations. The
effects of social exclusion, poverty and precarious poor
work on young people’s social transitions were de-
scribed vividly. The issue of discrimination and equal
opportunities was at the centre of the discussions.

On the last day, participants worked in smaller groups
to discuss, formulate and share the tentative conclu-
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sions and policy recommendations for the four the-
matic sessions. Issues not covered by the Seminar
were also raised. Moreover, participants evaluated the
Seminar and shared suggestions for the content and
conduct of future Research events.

Throughout the Research Seminar, the diverse reali-
ties, problems and challenges of youth employment
across Europe were highlighted. The Seminar proved
to be a good venue for both early-stage and senior re-
searchers, local practitioners and policy makers to dis-
cuss this important topic at the European level. Whilst
these hot debates were matched by the warmth of the
weather in Strasbourg, the issues were subjected to
cool analysis and reflection by the participants. One
notable absence from the Seminar was that of the
business sector and social partners. It is therefore en-
visaged that efforts will be made to engage the busi-
ness community in future Research Seminars.

The research seminar was convened by Jonathan Ev-
ans, University of Glamorgan (Wales) and Wei Shen,
Loughborough University (England), supported by the
Youth Partnership research officer, Marta Medlinska.
The various sessions were chaired by the two conven-
ers, the research officer and Andreas Walther from the
University of Tubingen & IRIS Tubingen (Germany),
who had agreed to chair the final session.

The next youth research seminar will be held 6-9 No-
vember 2007 in Budapest on Equal Opportunities for
all young people. The Call for Conveners has been
published in July and the Call for Papers end of August
2007.
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